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ADMIRALTY   ISLAND   DUG-OUT  FITTED  WITH   AN   OUTRIGGER

It takes a large tree to make a boat broad enough to be stable, and primitive man often

has not the means to cope with its felling and hollowing.   To prevent the narrow dug-out

capsizing the outrigger, a pole fastened parallel to the canoe, was devised.   It enables

such craft to venture upon the open sea without capsizing.

refers to a rude raft made by the natives
of Southern India. It consists merely of
three logs of light wood lashed together,
the middle piece, longer than the others,
being used as a keel. Larger catamarans
fitted with mast and sail are employed
upon the great Amazon River of South
America.

The boat, like the plow, had not one,
but many inventors. In the old days
whenever a tribe happened to settle near
a river, lake or sea, there it devised some
sort of boat. At first a log or piece of
driftwood would be used to help a man
float or swim across a river, then two or
three logs would be bound together with
creepers to form a raft. Where wood
was scarce the first stage would be a
wicker frame covered with skins, or, as
on the Nile in Egypt, a bundle of reeds
tied together. It is thought that perhaps
these reed-floats were the first things to
suggest the well known shape of a boat,
which was afterward copied in wood when

the next stage, the dug-out, came to be
invented.

The coracle which is still in use on some
Welsh and Irish rivers, is one of the oldest
forms of boat. The original corade was
simply a large basket of wicker-work cov-
ered with the roughly tanned hides of ani-
mals, but the modern one is a framework
of ash or willow covered with canvas
made waterproof with tar or varnish. It
is so light that one man can'carry it- with
ease, and although a person who is not
accustomed to paddling one finds it diffi-
cult to manage, a skilled hand will-actually
go salmon-fishing in one of these craft.

Such a boat is a common sight on the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers in Mesopo-
tamia, but is there called a /'gufa.". The
gufa is built of wicker covered with hides
and made waterproof with a coating of
bitumen or pitch, springs of which are
found welling out of the ground in that
country. Some gufas are built large
enough to carry sheep and asses.
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